
 

 
 

PRESIDENT GEORGE BUSH DISCUSSES THE IRAQ WAR DEBATE, IRAN, THE 

MEDIA, CAMPAIGN ’08 AND CONCERN FOR HIS FATHER DURING INTERVIEW 

TODAY WITH C-SPAN TODAY 

VIDEO POSTED TO WWW.C-SPAN.ORG AT 4 PM ET TODAY AIRS ON C-SPAN LATER 

TODAY PENDING CONGRESSIONAL SCHEDULE AND TOMORROW AT 8 A.M. ET 

DURING “WASHINGTON JOURNAL”  

  

  

WASHINGTON (February 12, 2007) - In an interview today with C-SPAN’s political editor 

Steve Scully from the White House library, President George Bush discussed the Iraq war debate 

that takes place in Congress this week, his presidency and father’s influence in shaping it, the 

2008 campaign and Iran, where he believes, “we’ve got a comprehensive policy aimed to address 

this issue, and all major problems should be solved diplomatically and using the military should 

be a last resort.”  

The wide-ranging interview will be posted to www.c-span.org at 4 pm ET today, air later tonight 

on C-SPAN pending the congressional schedule and tomorrow at 8 a.m. ET during the network’s 

live morning call-in program, “Washington Journal.”  

The White House will make a complete transcript available later today. All excerpts and 

attribution must credit C-SPAN. For complete program information, visit www.c-span.org.  

Other interview highlights: 

The president is not likely to watch the debate over the Iraq war this week in the House of 

Representatives: “I’ve got a lot to do, I’m not sure exactly what hours they’ll be debating, but 

I’ve got a pretty full day tomorrow. I mean, it’s not as if the world stops when the Congress does 

their duty…Secondly, I already know what the debate is. I hear a lot of opinions, and a lot of 

people don’t believe we can succeed in Iraq and therefore, I presume, want to get out.”  

Why he won’t bash the media’s coverage of the Iraq war: “You know, I’m wise enough not 

to bash the media, I would hope, however, that they would take a good look at, for example, the 

rest of the country outside of Baghdad and Anbar province, where at least the reports I get are 

people are beginning to live a normal life.”  

President Bush’s plans to stay out of Campaign 2008 until a nominee is chosen: “Not to 

have a vice-president running for president…really puts a premium on me staying completely 

out of the race until the nominees are chosen and then help unify the party and do whatever the 

nominee wants me to do to help get him elected.”  
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His support for abolishing 527s: “The F.E.C. ought to abolish 527s…I believe in full-

disclosure of any money into the political system and we don’t have it that way.”  

Concern for his father: “I’m actually more concerned about him than I ever have been in my 

life because he’s paying too much attention to the news.” President George H.W. Bush also joins 

his son’s list of history’s most underrated presidents, which includes Harry Truman and Dwight 

Eisenhower.  

 

 

# # # 


