
 

 
 

 
C-SPAN PRESENTS NETWORK'S FIRST HIGH-DEF DOCUMENTARY THE CAPITOL 

OVER THE THANKSGIVING WEEKEND  

STARTS THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 23 AT 8 P.M. ET  

Holiday Airing Adds New Video and Live Viewer Calls  

  

  

WASHINGTON (Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2006) - Where was George Washington's first tomb built, 

which remains empty today? Who used the ornate marble baths located in the basement of 

America's most recognizable icon? Which unlikely pair of Senators share an office fireplace?  

The answers to these questions and more unique stories about this symbol of American 

democracy are uncovered in C-SPAN's The Capitol, the most extensive story of the U.S. Capitol 

building ever told on television. The three-part, nearly eight-hour, series airing over the 

Thanksgiving weekend takes an in-depth look at the art, history and architecture of the U.S. 

Capitol building, while touring the well-loved public areas and parts of the building rarely seen 

by the public with Congressional leaders and historians. The Capitol starts on Thanksgiving Day, 

Thursday, November 23 and continues through Saturday, November 25, at 8 p.m. ET.  

The November presentation includes 30 minutes of new video on conservation efforts throughout 

the Capitol, and two hours of live interviews and viewer call-in segments with Capitol historians 

and other in-studio guests. The new material is combined with approximately five hours of high-

definition video from the series' earlier presentation that captures in fine detail the extensive art 

and architecture of the Capitol.  

Highlights from each evening follow:  

· Part One: "An American Icon", Thursday, November 23, from 8 - 10 p.m. ET: The 

Center of the Capitol: Dome, Rotunda and Crypt (Taped segments only-no viewer calls) 

Part one explores the history of the Capitol, from the Capitol dome to the rotunda and crypt. C-

SPAN cameras travel to the top of the dome-which is not accessible to the general public¾for an 

up-close look at Constantino Brumidi's fresco, the Apotheosis of Washington. Viewers will hear 

the story behind the Old Senate Baths located in the basement of the Capitol, where 19th 

century Senators would soak before engaging in the era's great debates. George Washington's 

tomb is also in the basement and remains there today…empty. Learn why in tonight's 

presentation.  



New video on conservation efforts to preserve the art and architecture of the Capitol, such as the 

eight large paintings in the Rotunda and the eagle in the Old Senate Chamber, is featured in part 

one.  

Part 2: "The U.S. House," Friday, November 24, from 8 - 10:30 p.m. ET (Taped segments 

followed by LIVE viewer calls)  

Airing for the first time in November is a segment on the restoration of the Mace of the U.S. 

House of Representatives, which is one of the oldest and most important symbols of our nation's 

government. Each day when the House of Representatives is called to order, the Sergeant at 

Arms or his assistant carries the ebony and silver Mace into the House Chamber. C-SPAN 

follows the Mace as it's removed from the Capitol and travels to the Smithsonian for repair.  

Viewers also go inside the House Chamber; Statuary Hall; The Corrine "Lindy" Boggs 

Congressional Women's Reading Room, site of John Quincy Adams' death in 1848; and the 

Board of Education Room, also known as House Speaker Sam Rayburn's hideaway office, 

where Harry Truman first learned he had become President following the death of President 

Roosevelt.  

Viewers will be invited to call-in and speak to the evening's studio guests, House Curator Farar 

Elliott and Historian for the House Office of History and Preservation Matt Wasniewski.  

Part 3: "The U.S. Senate," Saturday, November 25, from 8 - 11 p.m. ET: (Taped segments 

followed by LIVE viewer calls) 

The old and current Senate Chambers are featured in part three. Senator Edward Kennedy (D-

MA) gives viewers a look inside his private hideaway office, and outgoing Senator Bill Frist 

(R-TN) gives viewers a tour of the Republican Leader's suite of offices, situated in the oldest 

section of the building. C-SPAN explores the Vice President's Ceremonial Office, where 

Ulysses S. Grant's Vice President Henry Wilson died in 1875; the Brumidi Corridors; the Old 

Supreme Court Chamber; and the President's Room, considered the most ornate room in the 

Capitol and the first stop recent President's have made following their inauguration.  

Viewers will be invited to call-in to the program's studio guests, Senator Curator Diane Skvarla 

and Assistant Senate Historian Betty Koed.  

C-SPAN also features online resources and video podcasts at www.the-capitol.org that enhance 

the November presentation. Additional Web features include virtual tours of the Capitol, a 

"Watch the Capitol Grow" animation, bonus video segments, "The Capitol Oral History 

Project" with more than 30 hours of interviews from the building's occupants over the years, 

and an image gallery containing archival photographs, artwork and floor plans dating back to 

the 1800s.  
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